I-95 Corridor Coalition

Removal / Move Laws (Driver and Authority)


Summary of Coalition State Statutes Effecting Motorist QC/MI Actions: Driver Removal (Move-It) Law

	State
	Traffic

Incident Type
	Driver Removal Law

	
	
	Statute

Section
	Special Conditions

	Connecticut
	Disablement
	No Applicable State Statutes

	
	PDO Crash
	14-224**
	· Driver shall move vehicle or cause vehicle to be moved if it is possible without risk of further damage to property or injury to any person.

	
	Injury Crash
	No Applicable State Statutes

	Florida
	Disablement
	23:316.071**
	· If driver cannot move the vehicle alone, he or she must solicit help to move the vehicle.

	
	PDO Crash
	23:316.061**
	

	
	Injury Crash
	23:316.027**
	· Includes fatal crashes.

	Maryland
	Disablement
	21-1407
	· Disablement or crash occurs on any vehicular crossing or highway under the jurisdiction of the Maryland Transportation Authority.

· Vehicle shall be moved, if possible: to the roadway shoulder; adjacent to the emergency walkway on a bridge; as otherwise directed by a patrol officer.

	
	PDO Crash
	
	

	
	Injury Crash
	
	

	New Jersey
	Disablement
	39:4-136
	· If the driver cannot move the vehicle, the driver shall immediately, by the quickest means of communication, notify the nearest police authority.

	
	PDO Crash
	No Applicable State Statutes

	
	Injury Crash
	

	Pennsylvania
	Disablement
	No Applicable State Statutes

	
	PDO Crash
	

	
	Injury Crash
	

	Rhode Island
	Disablement
	No Applicable State Statutes

	
	PDO Crash
	

	
	Injury Crash
	

	South Carolina
	Disablement
	No Applicable State Statutes

	
	PDO Crash
	

	
	Injury Crash
	

	Virginia
	Disablement
	46.2-888**
	· Driver may move the vehicle only so far as is necessary to prevent obstructing the regular flow of traffic.

	
	PDO Crash
	
	

	
	Injury Crash
	
	


Source: I-95 Corridor Coalition Quick Clearance and ‘Move It’ Best Practices – Appendix B-1

Note: ** indicates sample of text included.
Florida Statute 316.071, entitled “Disabled vehicles obstructing traffic”

Whenever a vehicle is disabled on any street or highway within the state or for any reason obstructs the regular flow of traffic, the driver shall move the vehicle so as to not obstruct the regular flow of traffic or, if he or she cannot move the vehicle alone, solicit help and move the vehicle so as not to obstruct the regular flow of traffic. Any person failing to comply with the provisions of this section shall be cited for a nonmoving violation, punishable as provided in chapter 318.

Florida, 316.027 & 316.061 (Sample Language – Driver Move Law)

Every stop must be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary, and, if a damaged vehicle is obstructing traffic, the driver of the vehicle must make every reasonable effort to move the vehicle or have it moved so as not to obstruct the regular flow of traffic.
Connecticut Statutes, Section 14-224  (Driver Move Law)

Each person operating a motor vehicle who is knowingly involved in an accident on a limited access highway which causes damage to property only shall immediately move or cause his motor vehicle to be moved from the traveled portion of the highway to an untraveled area (emphasis added) which is adjacent to the accident site if it is possible to move the motor vehicle without risk of further damage to property or injury to any person.
Tennessee, 54-16-113 (Sample Language - Authority Removal Law)

The department of [public] safety, DOT, or local law enforcement may immediately remove or cause to be removed any [disabled or] wrecked vehicle, spilled cargo, or other personal property obstructing traffic because of its position in relation to the highway. Vehicles, cargo, or personal property may be removed to any place within the immediate vicinity. No removal shall occur after a crash resulting in apparent serious personal injury or death until a law enforcement officer collects adequate crash information. When the property obstructing traffic is a motor carrier, the agency causing its removal shall make a reasonable effort to allow the owner to arrange for its removal. The department of safety, DOT, or local law enforcement agency may require the owner or carrier of the vehicle, spilled cargo, or personal property removed to pay for any costs incurred in removal.
Virginia, 46.2-888 & 46.2-1212.1 (Sample Language - Authority Tow Law)

If the driver of a vehicle involved in a crash or experiencing a mechanical breakdown does not promptly remove the vehicle from the shoulder after notifying a law enforcement officer, such removal may be ordered by a law enforcement officer at the expense of the owner if the vehicle creates a traffic hazard. 

In the event of a motor vehicle crash or incident, the state police and/or local law enforcement agency in conjunction with other public safety agencies may, without the consent of the owner or carrier, remove a vehicle, cargo, or other personal property that has been (i) damaged or spilled within the right-of-way or any portion of a roadway in the state highway system and (ii) is blocking the roadway. 

The owner and carrier, if any, of the vehicle, cargo, or personal property removed or disposed of shall reimburse the DOT, state police, local law enforcement agency, and local public safety agencies for all costs incurred in the removal and subsequent disposition of such property.
Rhode Island Statute Section 24-8-42, entitled “Emergency management—lane clearance,” 

a)  Whenever any public safety agency through the legitimate exercise of its police powers determines that an emergency is caused by the immobilization of any vehicle(s) on the interstate system or limited access highway, as defined in [Section] 31-1-23(c), resulting in lane blockage and posing a threat to public safety, public safety agencies and those acting at their direction or request shall have emergency authority to move the immobilized vehicle(s).

b)  There shall be no liability incurred by any state or local public safety department or agents directed by them whether those agents are public safety personnel or not for damages incurred to the immobilized vehicle(s), its contents or surrounding area caused by the emergency measures employed through the legitimate exercise of the police powers vested in that agency to move the vehicle(s) for the purpose of clearing the lane(s) to remove any threat to public safety.

Oregon Statute Section 819.120, an authority tow law entitled “Immediate custody and removal of vehicle constituting hazard,” (for removing a disabled vehicle obstructing a highway shoulder or bicycle lane.
(1) 
An authority described under [Section] 819.140 may immediately take custody of a vehicle that is disabled (emphasis added), abandoned, parked or left standing unattended on a road or highway right-of-way and that is in such a location as to constitute a hazard or obstruction to motor vehicle traffic using the road or highway.

(2) 
As used in this section, a “hazard or obstruction” includes, but is not necessarily limited to: 

(a) 
Any vehicle that is parked so that any part of the vehicle extends within the paved portion of the travel lane.

(b) 
Any vehicle that is parked so that any part of the vehicle extends within the highway shoulder or bicycle lane: 

(i) 
Of any freeway within the city limits of any city in this state during the hours of 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.;

(ii) 
Of any freeway within 1,000 feet of the area where a freeway exit or entrance ramp meets the freeway; or

(iii) 
Of any highway during or into the period between sunset and sunrise if the vehicle presents a clear danger.

(3) 
As used in this section, “hazard or obstruction” does not include parking in a designated parking area along any highway or, except as described in subsection (2) of this section (emphasis added), parking temporarily on the shoulder of the highway as indicated by a short passage of time and by the operation of the hazard lights of the vehicle, the raised hood of the vehicle, or advance warning with emergency flares or emergency signs.
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