I-95 Corridor Coalition

Liability Laws



Summary of Coalition States with QC/MI Enabling Laws

	State
	Authority Removal
	Authority Tow

	
	Law
	Liability
	Law
	Liability

	New Jersey
	None
	None
	Disablement
	None

	Pennsylvania
	PDO/Injury
	PDO/Injury
	PDO/Injury
	PDO/Injury

	Rhode Island
	Disablement
	Disablement
	Disablement
	Disablement

	Virginia
	None
	None
	Complete
	Complete


Source: I-95 Corridor Coalition Report, Table 5.1
Rhode Island Statute Section 24-8-42, entitled “Emergency management—lane clearance” 

a)  Whenever any public safety agency through the legitimate exercise of its police powers determines that an emergency is caused by the immobilization of any vehicle(s) on the interstate system or limited access highway, as defined in [Section] 31-1-23(c), resulting in lane blockage and posing a threat to public safety, public safety agencies and those acting at their direction or request shall have emergency authority to move the immobilized vehicle(s).

b)  There shall be no liability incurred by any state or local public safety department or agents directed by them whether those agents are public safety personnel or not for damages incurred to the immobilized vehicle(s), its contents or surrounding area caused by the emergency measures employed through the legitimate exercise of the police powers vested in that agency to move the vehicle(s) for the purpose of clearing the lane(s) to remove any threat to public safety.

Virginia law, Statute Section 46.2-1212.1, entitled “Authority to provide for removal and disposition of vehicles and cargos of vehicles involved in accidents”
A. 
As a result of a motor vehicle accident or incident, the Department of State Police and/or local law-enforcement agency in conjunction with other public safety agencies may, without the consent of the owner or carrier, remove: 

1. 
A vehicle, cargo, or other personal property that has been (i) damaged or spilled within the right-of-way or any portion of a roadway in the state highway system and (ii) is blocking the

roadway or may otherwise be endangering public safety. 

B. 
The Department of Transportation, Department of State Police, Department of Emergency Management, local law-enforcement agency and other local public safety agencies and their officers, employees and agents, shall not be held responsible for any damages or claims that may result from the failure to exercise any authority granted under this section provided they are acting in good faith [emphasis added].
Montana, 61-8-909 (Sample Language – Authority Removal Liability)

A person who renders assistance in an emergency that is life-threatening to the occupant of a wrecked or disabled vehicle or that is creating an immediate traffic hazard on a public roadway or who renders emergency assistance as directed by a law enforcement officer or other emergency responder at the scene of a motor vehicle accident is immune
Pennsylvania, 75:7310
(Sample Language – Authority Tow Liability) 

No liability shall attach to the police officer or to any person acting under the direction of the police officer for damage to a vehicle or damage to or loss of any portion of the contents or load or spilled cargo.
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